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Even though we are from Canada, we consider Las Vegas to be our ‘second home’ after
travelling there 30+ times over the last ten years together. We go to Vegas three to six times
per year – not for just a few days or week at a time, but usually two or three weeks. This
equates to 90 days each year in this magical city. Our longest visit was nearly an entire
month! During our excursions to Vegas, we spend at least half our time off the Vegas strip,
and try to “live like locals” while there.
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So Why Vegas?
People always ask why we go to Las Vegas so much, especially since we don’t gamble. Our
simple answer is that there is something for everyone in Vegas, whether it be restaurants,
bars, nightclubs, shows, activities, pools, great weather… and of course, gambling, if you’re
into that. It is only a quick 2.5-hour direct flight from where we live. We get the best bang for
our buck with hotel room rates and quality.
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Spending Time Off the Vegas Strip
There is so much more to Vegas than the Vegas Strip. Did you know there are more than 2
million people who live in Las Vegas and surrounding areas? We love exploring all these local
areas and think that you will too. Today we are going to give you an insider’s tour of some of
our fave spots, west of the Vegas Strip.
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Chinatown
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Let’s start in Chinatown – yes, Vegas has a large Chinatown area, just off the Vegas Strip!
The Las Vegas Chinatown started over twenty years ago and is located along Spring Mountain
Road. With over three miles of restaurants and shops, we could spend a whole Vegas trip just
exploring Chinatown!
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Flavyours
One of our favorite dessert spots in Chinatown is Flavyours. They are new to the scene, but
the best spot in the city for the popular Thai rolled ice cream. In case you didn’t know, Vegas
gets very hot, especially in the summer, so this a great spot to cool down a bit! You can
choose from several ice cream bases (including non dairy) and endless toppings. Watch as
they create the unique rolled ice cream dessert right in front of your eyes.
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Our favorite combo of rolled ice cream is their Blue Moon base with coconut and fresh fruit
toppings. Flavyours also has a large menu of drink options, including many popular teas, both
hot or cold.
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The Golden Tiki Bar
Speaking of drinks, our favorite Happy Hour spot in Chinatown is The Golden Tiki bar, open
24 hours a day. Imagine being transported to an indoor tropical paradise with very unique tiki
décor, including private rooms and a conch shell chair.
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The drinks here are strong, delicious, and cheap during their daily Happy Hour. You can even
take home a cool souvenir tiki mug, with designs changing regularly. Sometimes you will get
lucky and be serenaded by a local singer or surprised by a local magician, tableside. You
never know what you will find inside The Golden Tiki, but it’s a definite must to check out!
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Hobak Korean BBQ
Down the street is Hobak Korean BBQ, a unique dining spot in Chinatown where you can get
some of the best steaks off the Vegas Strip, cooked in front of you on an open charcoal grill.
The beef served here is premium Black Angus and the pork is Premium Heritage, humanely
raised.
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Hobak is open late daily (until 1am) and is a great place to come with a group (2 or more), as
the food here is ideal for sharing. Our suggestion is to try the Hobak Beef Combo – the small
option is enough for 4 people!
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Red Rock Canyon
Heading further west, we’ll travel just outside Vegas to Red Rock Canyon. This is a National
Conservation Area full of beautiful red rocks and endless trails to hike.
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One of our favorite activities to do here is called Scoot City Tours. The tour uses cute 3wheeled scooter cars that fit two people (one person is the driver), and drives throughout the
Red Rock Canyon area. The cars appear to be tiny, but when we went on the tour there were
several guys over 6′-0″ tall that still fit in them. The tour is about five hours total, including
pickup and dropoff. The tour has a few stops for great photo ops with the cars and beautiful
Red Rock Canyon landscape as the background. This is definitely one of the coolest things to
do off the Vegas Strip!
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Downtown Summerlin
Close to the Red Rock Canyon area, about 30 minutes west of the Vegas strip, isDowntown
Summerlin.
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City National Arena
This is where the Las Vegas Golden Knights NHL hockey team has their practice arena,City
National Arena. The Golden Knights post team practice times to their Twitter page and
admission is free! After having a record breaking inaugural season and making it to the
Stanley Cup Finals, the arena has become very popular with fans so get there early to grab a
seat. They also have a large store inside where you can pick up your favorite VGK gear.
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Blue Ribbon Fried Chicken
Downtown Summerlin features an amazing outdoor mall with over 125 shops & restaurants,
in addition to luxury accommodation. One of our favorite places to eat is Blue Ribbon Fried
Chicken. Be sure to try the chicken sandwich with wildflower honey drizzle and their super
crispy thin sweet potato fries. It never disappoints!
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Red Rock Casino Resort & Spa
While in Downtown Summerlin, there are several outdoor shops and restaurants to check out
as well. You can also enjoy a staycation at the nearby Red Rock Casino Resort & Spa, one
of our favorite hotels off the Vegas Strip. They have a beautiful pool area, movie theater, and
bowling alley, all inside the resort.

Chinatown, Again
From Downtown Summerlin, we’ll head back towards the Vegas strip, making sure that we
take West Flamingo Road, a few streets over from Chinatown, paralleling Spring Mountain
Road.
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Shang Artisan Noodle
Along this route is Shang Artisan Noodle – our favorite sit down spot to satisfy our noodle
cravings. They are budget-friendly, very delicious, and quickly made-to-order.
The noodles are made fresh and hand pulled right in front of you, which is a show in itself! Our
favorite dish is the classic chicken chow mien, but they have great noodle soups and
potstickers as well.
We could go on and on about more great finds off the Vegas Strip, but these are just a few of
our absolute favorites. Just remember, there is more to Vegas than the Strip – explore every
direction for unique local spots!
Find out more by following us on Instagram for daily posts about our favorite Las Vegas
restaurants, hotels, and things to do! ◊
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